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A STORY ON SEEKING TO BE FIRST 

 
 Once there was a poor stonecutter who owned nothing but his chisel, his hammer, a small 
bamboo hut, a ceramic rice bowl, and a pair of wooden chopsticks. He was too poor to marry, and 
he ate alone every day of the rice doled out to him by his employer's wife. And his clothes were 
made of rags. One day he saw a samurai warrior ride by the stone quarry on a sea horse, and he 
saw that the warrior was wearing beautiful red silk clothing like nothing he had ever seen. He 

lamented out loud how he had no fine silk to clothe his body, and his 
cry carried to the Heavens. And so the Heavens clothed him in red 
silk, and placed him in the court of the Emperor where he now found a 
new home. One day, while in procession in the company of the 
Emperor, the stone-cutter noticed that only the Emperor had a golden 
parasol held over his head. He lamented that the Emperor was more 
powerful than he, and the Heavens heard his cry.  
 The stonecutter was now made Emperor. In the heat of the 
summer, however, the Emperor noticed how the sun scorched 
everything with its hot rays. He realized that he was not the most 
powerful being, and so he wished to be the sun.  
 The Heavens heard his cry, and now he was the Sun directing 
his power, his heat, and his light everywhere in the universe. He 

scorched the earth, he made kings and emperors hide beneath parasols, and he faded the bright 
colored silks of the samurai warriors.  But one day he noticed that a cloud placed itself between 
the earth and himself and bounced his solar rays back to him. He now cried out that there was 
indeed something more powerful than he, and he wished he could be the cloud. 
 The Heavens heard his cry , and he became the cloud. He blocked the light of the sun, 
and then he exercised his power by flooding the earth with rainwater. Rivers flooded their banks,  
and everything-houses, animals, and people -yielded to his power. But then he noticed that there 
was a rock that would not yield to his force. No matter how much water fell upon it, the rock would 
not yield. And so he cried out that the rock had more power than he, and he wished to be the rock. 
 The Heavens heard his cry , and he became the rock. He now was filled with power, for 
he did not move no matter how much water flooded over him, But then he saw a stone cutter  who 
with chisel and a hammer hewed stones out of the rock, and the rock cried that the stonecutter 
was one who was greater than he.  Now he wished to become that stonecutter.  The  Heavens 
heard his cry, and he became a stonecutter. 
 Day after day, he hewed stones from the rock. All he owned was his hammer, his chisel, a 
small bowl and some ragged clothing and a pair of wooden chopsticks.  He worked very hard but 
he was content.      (Source unknown) 

 
The 40 Days for Life campaign is underway through November 1st. Innocent lives are being saved 
(251 that we know of) AND several abortion facilities have closed for good across the country! This 
prayerful and peaceful presence for an end to abortion is powerful!  So please take a stand for life 
with the Weirton Catholic Churches from 3-5pm on Monday, Oct. 19th.  If you can’t participate then, 
come any day between 7am – 7pm in front of Planned Parenthood at 933 Liberty Avenue. For more 
information, go to www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com, or contact Sheila Cavalet at 304-723-0002. 
“The Golden Rule also reminds us of our responsibility to protect and defend human life at every stage 
of its development.” Pope Francis 
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SHARING FAITH WITH OUR CHILDREN 

Our Family Faith FUNdamentals program has begun for children pre-school 
through grade eight from 9:40 through 10:50 every Sunday morning  above the 
parish office.  We have three classes that meet to help our children enrich their 

Catholic faith.  If your children are not yet registered or participating,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
please call the office immediately this week and sign them up and then bring  

them to class next Sunday. 
 

CCOMMUNITYOMMUNITY  BBREADREAD  BBASKETASKET  
                                        

Don’t forget non-perishable foods, soaps, paper products for distribution at our ecumenical food 
pantry.  Bring them to the offering baskets to be presented at mass.  Many, many families have come 

to the Bread Basket in recent weeks and the shelves are bare.  Please help restock with non-
perishable food items of any kind: soups, noodles, pasta, veggies, tuna, oil, mac n cheese, soaps, 

paper products. This month we are asked to bring Hamburger Helper. 
 

  TTABLEABLE  OFOF  HHOPEOPE  
 

  Free Hot Meals are provided at First Methodist Church on West Street  5-6 pm 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday.  October 23 will be St. Paul Day at the Table of Hope.  
If you would like to be part of our team to prepare, serve and clean-up the meal that day, 

please sign up on the clip board in the back of the church.  
 We need a total of twelve people on the team. 

 

 

 

 

This week:  Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 53:10-11  Hebrews 4:14-16 Mark 10:35-45 

  
Background:   Just before today’s Gospel passage Jesus again told 

his disciples as they journeyed toward Jerusalem that when they 
arrived there they should expect that he would be rejected, tortured 
and killed and on the third day raised from the dead.  After even this 
third attempt to warn them they still did not understand: witness the 
two Zebedee brothers asking him in today’s Gospel to sit on either 
side of him when he came into his glory!  They still expected to find 
seats of power and position with Jesus in Jerusalem and could not 
hear his talk of suffering.  Jesus uses the occasion to talk to all the 

disciples about servant style leadership: the kind that serves not the 
kind that seeks position, power, influence and prestige.  Mark’s 
Gospel clearly wants the later church to hear the message too. 

 

Next Week:   Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 5:1-6;  Mark 10: 46-52 

Adult Bible Study 
Please join Fr. Larry and other parishioners for an in 

depth look at the coming Sunday’s Gospel. 
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PRAY FOR OUR SICK MEMBERS   Mary Paris,   Dan Jones,  Mike Valero, Santo 
Gubitti  Trinity East: Frances Yakunich & Paul Sirback Golden Oaksɂ
Theresa Petroski Country Club Nursing Home: Frances Oliver   Weirton 
GeriatricsɂInez Oliver     Wyngate: Virginia Yoklic,  Vivian DeMarco, Gloria 
Frankovitch & Reno Silvestri   Serra  ManorɂLillian Beagle    
Chris Dorich is at 71 Darlington Rd, Room 141, Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

Capital Campaign payments can be placed in the collection basket on Sunday or 
mailed to 140  Walnut St, Weirton.  Please make checks out to St. Paul School and 
place them in a  separate envelope.  We have placed pledge envelopes in the back of 
the church for your convenience.  Just put your payment in the envelope and mark it 
pledge payment.  Do not include this payment with your Church collection check. 
We thank all the faithful contributors to our parish & school.  God Bless! 
 

                                                     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF OUR CHILDREN 
Our Family Faith FUNdamentals classes are held every Sunday                  
from 9:40am-10:50am.  Classes are held in the upstairs of the 
Church Office which is the same as last year.  If you missed our            
registration , it is not too late to still sign your children or            
grandchildren up for classes. You can bring your registration 
form, which was sent to families along with a letter by the                 
parish office, along with the registration fee of $25 with you 
when you bring your children/grandchildren in for Family Faith  
FUNdamentals classes Sunday   morning.  If you do not have a 
registration form, forms will be on hand for you to fill out                              
when you bring your children.   If you have any questions, 

please call 740-284-0133 or   e-mail  christyvalero@comcast.net.   
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мм ŀƳ aŀǎǎ. Please take advantage of 
these programs we offer to you.  Take your children to church with you! 
 
Christian Mothers regular meeting will be held on Tuesday,  October 20th at 6 pm in 
the cafeteria.  New members will be installed at this meeting.  All Christian Mothers 
are welcome to attend. 
 

PENGUIN TICKETS/BASKET 
Want a chance to win 2 Penguin tickets and a basket filled with Penguin items??  The 
Madonna Class of 2017 will be selling raffle tickets as a fundraiser. Tickets may be             
purchased through the school office during regular school hours  or from any 
Madonna student who is a member of the Class of 2017.  The cost of the raffle tickets 
will be $5.00 each. For additional information contact Mrs. Canella or Mr. Colabrese, 
Class Moderators, at the school (304-723-0545). Thank you for your support! 
 
Concert of Marian Music will be held Tuesday, October 27th at 7 pm at St. Michael 
Catholic Church, 1225 National Rd. Wheeling.   The concert will feature music for: choir 
& voice, handbells & various instruments. This concert is free  and open to all. 
 
Open House will be held Sunday, November 1st from 12-4 pm at the Holiday Inn 
(Hancock Room) products featured will be Mary Kay, Scentsy, Thirty One, Tupperware 
& Watkins. Cash & carry, specials, prizes & refreshments.  

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

Saturday 
October 17 

4:00 pm 
5:00 pm   

Confession 
Sunday Eucharist: (Irene Cummings) 

Sunday 
October 18 

29th. Sunday 
Ordinary Time 

8:30 am 
9:40 am 

11:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:15 pm 

Sunday Eucharist:  (For All Our People) 
Faith FUNdamentals upstairs of church offices 
Sunday Eucharist/Childrenôs Church (Joseph Tomei) 
Sunday Eucharist:  (Tree of Life & Memorial Fund) 
Alcoholics Anonymous in cafeteria 
Confirmation Classes in conference room 

Monday, 
    October 19 

8:00 am 
6-8 pm 

 Weekday Eucharist: (George Paar) 
 Never Alone Meeting (Conference room)  

Tuesday, 
October 20 

8:00 am 
6:30 pm  

Weekday Eucharist: (George P. Bohach) 
Weekly Word in conference room 

Wednesday 
October 21 

9:30 am 
5:45 pm 
7:00 pm 

All School Mass  
Voices of hope 
Adult Choir rehearsal 

Thursday 
October 22 

8:00 am 
2:45 pm 

 

Weekday Eucharist: (Margaret Castelli Bracaglia) 
SPS Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday 
   October 23 

8:00 am 
 

Weekday Eucharist: (Anna Grantonic) 
 

Saturday 
October 24 

4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Confession 
Sunday Eucharist: (Thomas Spinella) 

Sunday 
October 25 

 
30th. Sunday  

Ordinary Time 

8:30 am 
9:40 am 

11:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Sunday Eucharist:  (Laura Scandola) 
Faith FUNdamentals upstairs of church offices 
Sunday Eucharist/Childrenôs Church (Mark Mentzer) 
Sunday Eucharist:  (For All Our People)                                                                        
Alcoholics Anonymous in cafeteria 

Don’t forget your parish, please consider giving a percentage of  
whatever  remains in your estate to the parish memorial                  
endowment fund. Bequests  for the parish should read, “To the 
Most Rev. Michael  J.  Bransfield, Bishop of Wheeling Charleston 
or his  successors in  office for the exclusive use of  St. Paul Parish 

Weekly Collection 
October 11, 2015 

Envelopes  $ 5,413.00 
Offertory    $     406.00 
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