
 

 

DECEMBER 11, 2016ðTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

þThe least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven 
is greater than John.ÿ 

- Gospel of Matthew 

SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Address: 140 Walnut Street , Weirton, WV 26062     

Phone: 304 -748 -6710       Web site: stpaulcommunity.net  
Prayer Line:    304 -748 -4245   &  304 -564 -3114  

Pastor:  Rev. Larry W. Dorsch     E- mail: lwdorsch@comcast.net  



THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

HERE is a divine dream which the prophets and rabbis  
have cherished and which fills our prayers, and perme-  
ates the acts of true piety. It is the dream of a world, rid of 
evil by the grace of God as well as by [our] efforts ... to the 
task of establishing the kingship of God in the world. God is 
waiting for us to redeem the world. We should not spend 
our life hunting for trivial satisfactions while God is waiting 
constantly and keenly for our effort and devotion.  
The Almighty has not created the universe that we may 
have opportunities to satisfy our greed, envy and ambition. 
We have not survived that we may waste our years in vul-
gar vanities. The martyrdom of millions demands that we 

consecrate ourselves to the fulfillment of God's dream of salvation.  
Israel did not accept the Torah of their own free will. When Israel approached Sinai, God 
lifted up the mountain and held it over their heads, saying: "Either you accept the Torah 
or be crushed beneath the mountain." The mountain of history is over our heads again. 
Shall we renew the covenant with God?  
     Abraham Heschel, Prominent Jewish Scholar 

 
COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION 

The Weirton Catholic Community will gather to celebrate the                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation on Monday. December 12, at 7:00 pm at 

St. Joseph the Worker Church.  

We will hear the Word of God, pray our common contrition and then 
be given the opportunity for individual confession should we wish.  
Priests from the various parishes will participate so there will be             

ample opportunity to confess and the liturgy should not take too long. 

 
  This week: The Third Week of Advent  
Isaiah 35:1-6a,10 James 5:7-10  Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Background:  The relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist in the 
Gospels is a bit of a puzzlement.  Luke presents them as cousins.  John seems 
to suggest that John knew Jesus well prior to his baptismðperhaps as a 

disciple.  Mark and Matthew do not assume any relationship between the two.  
Thus in Matthew today John wants to know for sure that Jesus is the One sent 
by God.  Jesusô response is that he is doing all the things the Prophet Isaiah 
said the One sent by God would doðsee the first reading.  The text does not 

say whether or not John was satisfied by this response. 
 

Next Week:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-14 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-24 

!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ  ƻŶŎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳΦ  
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR C HRISTMAS  
 

Since Christmas and New Years are on Sundays this year we will be following a 
Holyday Schedule not a Sunday one. 

 
Christmas Eve �¼ Saturday, December 24th  

6 p.m. ð Mass with Childrenôs Choir  
10 p.m. ð Mass with Senior Choir and Voices of Hope 

 
Christmas Morning �¼ December 25th 

9 a.m. ð Morning Mass  

 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God �¼ Saturday Dec. 31st 

 6 p.m. ð New Yearôs Eve 
January 1  

11 a.m. New Yearôs Day (The only Mass for Sunday) 
 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ YŀǘƘȅ ¢ǊƻŎŎƻƭƛ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  олп-тпу-стмл ŦƻǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ 

 

{ǘΦ tŀǳƭ DǊŀŘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  ƎǊŀŘŜǎ Y ǘƘǊǳ у ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tƭŀȅ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ  5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘ ŀǘ т ǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ  ǊŜ-ŜƴŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ  bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ  ƛǎ 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΦ  5ƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳΦ  

Table of Hope  
The Table of Hope is a collective effort of many individuals, churches, and social service             
agencies.  It is located at 3301 West Street in Weirton in the First United Methodist Church.  

They provide free meals with no income guidelines on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
5 pm to 6 pm. They are accepting donations to help out in this effort. Gifts range from $10 to feed 
a child to $100 to feed a family of 8. If you are able to contribute, please make your check                 

payable to the Table of Hope at 3301 West Street, Weirton, WV 26062                                             
On Friday, December 16th our volunteers will be help at the Table of Hope. 

BREADBASKET                                                  

Every  week we continue to offer non-perishable foods, soaps and  paper products for those in 
our community who need a little extra to make  ends meet. In December we are asked to donate 
corn and any non-perishable food. 


